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INTROD:

1. Perhaps you wiII think I am rash or presumptuous in bring-
ing tc youl 

' in 
these morning sessioirs, a series on Bible

ProPhecY.
2. I do not wlSh tO engage in controversy' yet' because.feel-

ings are ,o- i trong i* lg-bel ievers on prophetic subiects,
i t  is weft lnigi ' - i f ,possi6te to speak.on this theme without
.rnnir,g afoul-of sbnebodyls viewpoint'

3. Scme chriti i in-gtoupi- tuL. a ceitain prophetic.school of

i toughi tn" '6asi i-o? ret lowship - they wi l l  not tolerate

anY other view.
r". i itur I ueriive"we nay be dogmatic on the cardinal or funda-- 

mental doctrines of our faith:
(1) Tt:e li;;;;i- ieconU Comins of Christ IS a fundamental

o f  our  chr is t ian fa i th '
(2) But theie'ut i  *n,-viewt about the detai ls of that Ad-

u.nt ti i i i i. prttty speculative and not fundamental '
,b. The .ur. .ni-"pl i r f i t  v i !* 

'of 
prophecv is the FUTURISTIC

SCHOOT-, bui i [  ia only about 150 years old'
f,lone of the Reformers and no biUte teacher on record,

taugll-ttr. iuirti i i position before the year 1830 A'D'

6. I  do not toi i - i i ' i i -pbi i t ion. You may ask, "Nel l ,  what po-

siticn Oo'io, i l ia 
'- 

to what propnetic school do you be-

l O n g ?  . r  | L - r - - - |  r ^  q r r r  i l r ^ h a n l  n f

i i i " luv I  hunbly say, "I  don't  'belong' to any "school of

thbught" on this sub.Ject'
(2) r  thi ; i  i "nir .- t iuaiea most of them, i f  not al l .  I

*,u, onl, 
-a'-Fuiurtst, 

but found so many. points that

""r" ui-ruiilnit wiitt the Scriptures, that I gave it

(g) Ipiina manv sgliptural tty!!:'-.b:!^u],::, t?lv.??ill:
inconitsleni ,itft 'the teaching of the btord, in all the

main schools of PrcPhecy'
(4) I  ao noi-. i i i '  Lo iavJany superior. insisht into the

,rui..i, ;;;'i u*-siiii ieirctring and have manv thinss
to learn.

(5) I do,-io*.v.r, wish.to keep my mind clear and open to

the Hoi!"iiii.it,"'ino-nof-ui, irndulv influenced bv the
teachings of men' -  . r- . .  --r{a rn,{  T v hFo-

7. i{any recent books, and many popular radio and T'V' pro

DEFINITIONS AND TII'IE MEASUREMEN$
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grams, present the Futurist view and i t  is di f f icult  to
face the wind and buck the prevai l ing current.

8. So this brings us to a pertinent question: "l,lhy do you
bother teaching Prophecy? hlhy come to us with such a
seri  es?

I have three reasons for doing so:
(1) Because I bel ieve that t ime is running out for this

urorlc! as we know it; that the Coming of the Lord is
near at hand, and that God has given us the prtphetic
Scriptures so that we might be what the Lord says we
should be in  I  Thess.  5 :4-8.

(2) Eecause Satan has made a two-prbnged attack on Christ
and His church with respect to these truthsi that he
might confuse us and render us unprepared for this
most momentous event in historY.
a. He has confused us by dazzl ing our eyes with a sup-

. posed future Antichrist,  a supposed great tr ibula-
tion and a supposed secret rapture, dt the end of
the aqe. so thi t  we have not not iced the thi igs he
has begn @@rnmt otrfgq
noseF

b. F"e--h-a-s caused such controversy among believers' by
inJecting many 'fvtews" of prophecy (in many instan-
ces making us "hyp€r"),  that the average pastor . is
afraid to-preach on prophetic subiects and seldom
attempts ah exposition of the Book of Revelation'

Thb result  is that we are being robbed of l ight
that we need, and that God intended us to have, in
this verY hour of darkness.

(g) gecause i  have been asked to bring a series on Bible
Prophecy.

I find, in speaking to peiople about Prophecy, that-they
use terms they do'not uiderstand. Let me bggln, therefore'
by giving you

I. A DEFINITION OF TERMS:

What is meant bY the tenn:
1 .  P remi l l enn ia l?

t i i  l t  is not a Scriptural term. I t-comes from two l i t t le
Latin il iFas: miile, meaning "a thousand" and ry'
meaning "a yeal{-Hence' by adding -the prefix, p1g.
we get"the ierm, "before the thousand years."

Speaklng prophetically, v{e say the Second Coming
( 4 )



2 .

of  Chr is t  is  premi l lennia l ,  i .e . ,  H€ is  comlng before
the 1,000 yeai@tioned in Revelatlon 20.

Postmil lennial? Again, i t  is not a Scriptural term' but
comes fvtm: Post, nnaning "after"

mil le, meaning "11000" and
annus, meanlng "a Year."

Thls view was held by many who taught that' by the
preachlng of the Gospg!, the world nould become better and
iin would disappear llke the darkness of night when day
dawns, and then Jesus Christ would come and set up His
kingdom and FEi-g'n for ever.
Ami I I enni al ?
(1) It comes from the Greek prefix . 

"a" reaning "nor" so
the word means, "no mil lennium."

(2) Amil lennial ists hold several di f ferent views about the
1,000 years of Rev. 202
a. fnal i t  is an indefini te period, f igurat ive rather

than l i tera l .
b. Some make the millennium co-extensive with the pre-

sent  Gospel  age.  Chr is t 's  re ign is  sp i r i tua l ,  in
our  hear is .  

-Chr is t 's  
K ingdom is  sp i r i tua l ,  not

l i tera l ,  v is ib le  or  mater ia l .  Satan 's  b ind ing was
when Christ nul l i f led his power on the cross.

c. Amil lennial ism stands for a spir i tual- interpreta-
tion, rather than a literaT' lT--Ehe pr"ophetic
Scriptures, al though they do bel ieve in a l i teral
(physical) return of Christ.

Futuri st?
(1) The futurist 's view of prophegV has-a lot of "holes"

in l t ,  because i t  holds to a theory of "gaps," viz.,
between the first and second verses of Genesis 1;
between the 69th and 70th weeks of Daniel 9;
between a supposed ra3ture and the Second Coming of

Chri  st;
between Revelatlon, chapters 3 and 4, making the

bulk of that book apply to a short period of seven
years at the end of this age.

(2) There is rnrch varlation ln thls vier' also, rqnglng
from extrem literalism to npre tolerable attitudes
toward other views.

Preterist? Thfs system teaches that the prophetlc part of
the book of Revelatlon:
(1) l{as fulfl l led in the dlspersion of the Jewlsh nation

and the dormfall of the pagan Roman Empire.
(2) l t  is l imlted to the f i rst six centurles of the Chris-

(s)

a

4 .

5 .



t ian Era.
(3) I t  is held that Nero was the Antichrist.
(4) It was promulgated by a Spanish Jesuit ibnk

name of Alcazar arcund the close of the l6th
6.  His tor ic is t  (or  Present is t )?

( l)  l t  holds that the Book of Revelat ion
f l l led in John's day and covers this
t ion of t ime.

began to be ful-
present dispensa-

(21 I t  sees_in the Papal lystem the ful f i lment of prophe-
cies relat ing to Babylon and the Antichrist.

t3) I t_originated in the l l th century and was held by the
Waldenses, the fol lowers of Wycl i f fe and Hus, and
preached by the great reformers of the 16th century.

7. The Great Tribulat ion?
(l) A special tirne of unprecedented suffering for chris-

t ian bel ievers - a t ime of persecution.
Some cal l  i t  "The Time of Jacob's Trouble, '  as i t

relates to Israel.
(2) Views of this period vary according to

prophetic i nterpretati on :
a. Some bel ieve this whole age is one

for  the sa in ts ,  € .g . ,  John 15:33.
b. 0thers l imit  i t  to the last 3N years of this age.
c. Some believe the church will be raptured before it

comes, and others, that i t  wi l l  pass through the
tr i  bul at ion.

8. The Rapture?
It is the time of the resurrection of the dead in

Christ and the catching up of both dead and l iv ing saints
when the Lord returns, according to I Cor. 15:51-54 and
I  Thess.  4 :13-18.

Some think i t  wi l l  be secret.
Revelation?
The time when the Lord shall be revealed from Heaven
wi th  Hls  sa in ts ,  2  Thess.  l :7-10.

the Revelation are

(3 ) at the sarne tlme.

Some believe that the Rapture and
to be separated by sevefrlreEi6.
Others belleve that they take place

by the
century.

one's  school  o f

of tr ibulat ion

and the

and the
bel leve

9. The
( t )

(? )

s0ilE t'rlsc0t{cEPTl0t{s :
A. That a Prc-millennlallst and a Futurist are one

same. This may, or may not, be true.
B. That a Futurlst and an Evangelical are one

same. A great many hold that lf one does not

( 6 )



the Futurlstic interpretation of prophecy' one is a
Lit,eral or a Modernlst. This, of course, is preposter-
ousf

II. TIME I'IEFSUREMENTS:

1. It has been suggested by some theologians that,the hlstory
of the human riie on this earth would cover 7'000 years or
7 mi l lennla.
(fi f+.-i"e nearing the end of the sixth thousandth. The

next will be the seventh or the l' l i l lennium'
(2) i-inow of no Scripture to corroborate this YietY, but

i t  is at least suggestive.
Z. you have read in the-Scriptures of certain-t ime Pefig9s'

and have possibly been baff' led' not knowlng vfhat tney
mean:
(r) rne 70 weeks of Daniel 9.
(/i Fcrtv and two months.
(l) Ttree and a half Years-
(+) time, times and a half-tlme.
(5) 1i60 daYs, etc.

3. iou will fi ira- a clue to the interpretation of these time
measurernnts in the following Scriptures:

Nunbers 14: 28-34
Ezekiel 4:4-6

fo nfy-inowledge there ls no other system of time mea-
surement ilivln in-ttre Bible. Apply it to the prcphetic
tir. p.it6ds- and it ls amazing how accurate lt turns out
to be.

CON.:

1 .

2 .

For the next study, Please read the last two references
given above.
il6; i iso, Leviticus 26 and note, partlcularly' the
;;t.u"n iimei" pnonounced by God upon Israel '

( 7 )



NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S

0anlel 2

INTR0D.:

llhat is prophecy? It is history pre-written - by Htfit
l{ho knows the end from the beginning.

1. I take it for granted you are familiar with the contents
of this chapter

2. Daniel opens with q feeqf4 of the conquest of Judah by
Ting Febuchaclnezzar, about 600 B.C.

3. Arong the captives were four Jewish young rrcn - Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (changed to Belteshazzar,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego by the Chaldeans) who be-
came great men in the kingdom of Babylon.

4. Daniel became the ruler of Babylon (under the
Governor of all the wise men. He served under
cessive kings - Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar,
Cyrus.

I. NEBUCI.TADNEZZAR'S FORGOTTEN DREAM:

D a n .  2 : 1 - 3 .
Dan. ?:4. (From here to the end of chapter 7, the book is
wri t ten in Aramaic.)

3 .  Dan.  2 :5 ,  6  -  The k ing threatens '
4, Dan. 2:10, 11 - The wise men admit defeat.
5. Dan. 2:12, 13 - The execution ordered.
6. Daniel was evidently overlooked, being a slave and a for-

eigner. He asked fbr t ime, qnq !t .was.granted, vs. 11-16.
7. Noi not ice what Daniel did (with his back to the wal l ,  so

to speak), vS. 17-23':
(1)  He shared h is  burden,  v .  17.
(2) Daniel and his fr iends prayed, v. 18.
(fi fne unknown dream was revealed to lhnlel

that same night.  v '  19.
(4) Daniel acknowledges God's answer' and

v s . 2 0 - 2 3 .

II. THE DREAI,I RECALLED:

!. v. 24. Through a godly man's intercesslon'
self  and others less deserving.

1 .
2 .

k ing)  and
four suc-

Darius and

ln a vfston,

pra ises Him,

( 8 )
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2 .
Arioch brinqs Daniel to the klng.

The king,s question and ganiel 's test imony in reply'  vs.
25-28.
li l-eia is in tieaven and God knows the future that is hid-

den frcn all men.
(Z) Aqi in, Daniel denies al l  c laim to be able to reveal or

lnterpret the dream, v!. 29' 30.
The amaziirg dream as revealed to Daniel, vs. 31-35'

THE DREAM INTERPRETED:

Please note that this statue represents world dominion
(human government) from that very. point in history until
ihe end-of human government as we know it.
Vs.  36-38.  Domin ion,  oF the r ight  to  ru le '  is .g iven to
man by God alone, cf. Rom. 13:1. Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon)
is the head of GOLD.
V. ,q9a.-ffixf ifr' kingdom inferior to Babylon. It is
represented by the chq,st and arms of SILVfS.-' 

iiriptu r. ioes ndT-6"TvE-TtaFfr'afr6' frEiilbut h i s torv re-
veals that it was the li ledo-Persian Empire.
V. 39b. The third kingdom, exercising rule over the then-
known world, was Greeie represented. by the belly of BMSS
(bronze) .
Vi. /,0-4a. The fourth dominion is represented as the IRoN
kinqdom and has reference to the Roman Empire.

ilotice, God gave to Daniel more detail about the fourth
kingdom:
(l)-It is strong and smashes everything by sheer force,

v .  40 .
(2) As time progresses it becomes weakened and dlvided'

and i ts f inal end is in the form of 10 kingdoms'
loosely adhering to one another.

In vs. 44,-45a, we iee'how the act ion of fud brings.an end
io wortd government, especially these four kingdoms of

3 .

I I I .

1 .

? .

3 .

A

5 .

6 .

prophecy:
(t) ' t t  is whi le the 10 kingdoms of the fourth

are st i l l  in existence, that God Hlmself
Kingdom that shall never be destrcyed
v.  44a.

world power
sets up the

or succeeded,

(2) It will crush the four kingdoms and br'lng them to an
end, and endure forever, v' 44b.

(3) This is what the "ST0l'lE" means - it operates w{thout
human hands, v. 45a.

7. This is a prrcphecy concerning the future which God Himself
(e)



has revealed and interpreted, v. 45b.

CON.:

In closing, not ice the fol lowing deductions:
1. Frnom Nebuchadnezzar's time until the introduction of the

Iingdom of God, there were to be 4, and only 4, world
empi res
(1) The present talk about a one world government is doom-

ed to fal lure.
(2) l,fe must not look for a "reyival of the Roman Empire" -

the ten kingdoms into. which the fourth empire disinte-
grated at the.fall of the pagan Roman Empire under
ftomulus Augustulus (A.D. 476)*-EreTIiTI 

-ifiTaEt 
and

have never varied rpre than one ( less or more) in al l' : ' this tinp, and these have been ruled or influenced by
Papal Rome.

2. Note-il-35lThen the stone smltes the image on the toes,
the four kingdoms fall together.

Does this mean that they wi l l  al l  be in existence when
Christ comes? Yes, See Dan. 7:12:

Babylon is now lraq.
ltledo-Persia is now Iran.
Greece is st i l l  Greece.
Rome is now the 10 states occupying the tcrrltory.'

once dominated by the Roman Empire. They are
I ta ly
Austri a'  
Switzerland Belgium
France Spain
Germany Portugal

3. tle are now living at the extreme end of the time covered
by the image of Nebuchadnezzar's dream.

4. Daniel 7 gives the corresponding hlstory to chapter 2
it was given to Daniel himself under the figure of four
beasts'5'. The times of the Gentiles began with Nebuchadnezzar, Luke
2l:24. Never, in all this time, has Jerusalem been the
capital  of a free Israel i  state, unt i l  1948.

Are "the tlnes of the Gentiles" coming to a close? l,le
indeed believe they are.

England
Hol land ,

(  10)



THESEVEN TIMES AND T}IE TIMES OFTHEGEIiTILES

Levit icus 26

II{TROD.:

In our last study ue consldered, ln broad outlfne, the gov-
erning powers of thls rcrld fium the tlme of the captivlty
of Judah until the Klngdom of God should succeed them.
(1) l"e found them to be four in nunber.
(zi tnev were ordered @ God of Heaven.
( g i  r h . iwe re !@.  - - - ] - _  _ .(ai rney rere T6-bffitTTterated by God Hlmself when thefE

Durpose was completed and fulfllled.
(5) f6f6T ffit@ f s now hlstory.
iolay we want to tffig.-$jlgLt
(1) i'lace a tlme meaffieffiit-upon them.
(z) Strow their signif lcance ln relation to God's people'

Israel .

I .  GOD'S PROPOSITIONING OF ISRAEL, LEV, ?62
(}te asked you to read this chapter),

1. God's relat ionshlp to Israel,  LeY. 25:55.
2. God's promises to Israel,  Lev. 26:1-13.
3. God, ih fai thfulness, warned Israel agalnst dlsobedience'

Lev. 26:14-18, 21, 24, 28. That was the proposlt ion.

II. HHEN I,IERE THESE USEVEN TII'IESU TO BEGIN AND HO}I LONG }IERE THEY
TO LTST?

1. t{e all know the record of Israel's fallure to obey God's
order:
(1) The long record of sln ls revealed ln Israel's hlstory

- her disobedlence to God's precepts - her terrible
idolatry - her rejectlon of God and her adoption of
the pagan rellglons of her enemles.

(2) The fuil welghl of tud's Jud$nent dfd not fall upon her
at once, however:

God patiently trled to.woo her to Hlmself,
Finaily, in luout 740 8.C., the Northern Klngdom was
crushed by Assyria.
Around 600 B.C. Judah was carrled lnto Babylon.
God brought them back after 70 yearsr captlvlty, and
the descendants of these people were ln the land
nhen Jesus Christ *as born.

1 .

2 .

a .
b .

c .
d .

( 1 1 )



(3) But note the significant words of the Lord Jesus in
Matt. 23:37-39. They rejected their Messiah and ,,did
despite unto the Splr i t  of grace."

(4) How long was Israei,s house- to be desolated (or , , left
unto them desolate' ,)? The answer is in Luke 2i:24.

2. Here, again, w€ are confrrnted with the word ,'t imes.,, i{e
have the "seven tirres" of Israel,s punishment, and the"t lmes of the Gentl les," and both are t ied in together.
(1) I t  seems clear that a , l t i4e,, ,  as a unit  oi  prophetic

measurgmen!, is !h9 equivalent of one year ih history
thus the ghrase "time, tinres and half a time,, equals
3% years ( lunar or Jewish years).

(2) ryo!, if we place on that unit, the prophetic scale
(that a day represents a year) r{e come' tb tne follow-
lng :

I time (or 1 year) = 360 days (lunar).
360 days would represent 360 years.
7 t imes (or  7  years) ,1  x  360-= Z,SZO years.

III. THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES:

1. In our last study we considered the four great Gentlle
world-empires, represented by the image of NeSuchadnezzar,s
dream.
(1) The f i rst of these was Babylon (head of gold).  I ts

h is tory  began in  747 B.C.  (Feb.  26,  747 B.C. t .
(2) The last was the Roman (legs of iron, and feet part of

irun and part of clay) which disintegrated in the Sth
century A.D. when its seat of power was transferred
from Rome to Constantinople. (Byzantine Empire)

(3) Thus from the beginning of "the t lmes of the Genti les"
to the demise of the Roman Empire as such, covers a
period of some 1,260 years - "tirn€, times and a half-
. t ime" (3h t i rres) or.one half  of the "seven t imes".

2. In our considerat ion of the 4th world-empire ( iron), we no-
ticed a long, protracted extension of lts power, represent-
ed by the feet and ten toes, composed of lrpn and clay mlx-
ed, and representlng ten kinodoms in lts final form.
(l) Upon the demise of the pagan Ronan Emirlre, there arose

In Rore the Panal Power.
(?) I t  was in 610 A.D. that the Enpercr, Phocas, rul ing in

the East at Constantinople, issued a decree "conceding
to the Pope, headship over all Christendom, even over
Constantinople where hls throne was."

{3) The popes of Sone exenclsed,both,rellgious and po:liti-
cal power over all the ten klngdoms of Europe until

(  tz l



A.D. when the Pope's temporal power was taken from
---inO tttis, again is 1260 years or 3t tines'

rull-i iope 
-6t 

Zszo years ?rom the beglnning of

io the end of the Popers tonporal porer ls "seven

It is interesting that the
pov{er of the ?oPe-91999:.the
bur  c f  Papal  In fa l l ib l l i tY ln
18, 1870.

IV. THE ''SIVEN TI!'IES* OF ISMEL:

sama year that the temPoral
Vatican Councll ruled in fav-
al l  matters rel lgious - JulY

1. May I suggest that they 99gan in 587. B'C'l when the last-- 
loi,tinseni 6i ieiisn ciptiies was taken to Babylon' and
. ' terusalem fel l .

It was tttt.n tf,. last king of Judah (Zedekiah) ruled' in
the first year of Nebuchadneizar king-of Babvlon.

Z. t{easuring ir'l ;t.tiil-aimd;---or 2SIO years- (lunar), fryt- '  
i tgt-g.C., Urings-ui- io 1860 A.D. when the Universal Israel-
ite Alliance iiii io*ed and the Moslem porrer over Palestine
began to relax.--"( inis 

*ai--. i t .  f irst stage of Israel 's l iberation from
Turt<t sh rul e l

3. As a rnatter oi interest, if we bisect the "seven times" at
637 A.D. wnen Omar capiured Jerusalem (1!-e mosque'of gmar

was erecteO-on-ifre tembte site and is still there) we not-
ice the following interestlng facts:
(1) Hoving bi;ilirOs taOO yeitt-(iitt*, tl.mes and one half)
\-' 

Uringi ut-to-tn. fall 6t Jerusalem under Nebuchadnezzar'
(e) niviig ior*ird 126o.years, we come.to 1897 A.0., the
\-' 

fr.uiing-ii-itr. iurftin power and the beglnnlng of the
liberation of Palestlne'

CON.:
Now to sum uP in brcad outline:

1. hfe have uee[ ;;.i iG- mostly .$tl lri ltut,--vears' but lf we

calculate wit tr- iolai  yeaF,- this isThe-result :
(ii-;s.r." iil"ffii is2o-ieats from 747 B.c'. (tne besin--

ning oi-'-tte Tirps irf the Gentiles) brings us to

1 7 7 4  A . D .  r r r ^  . - ^ - -  ^ 3
(2) ',Seven ii,r,es,, or 2520.years from 587 B.C. (the year of

the fal i 'oi-J.*sitem)- brings us to 1934 A'D'
Z. L774 brings ui io ifre eri 

-ot 
lhe French Revolutlon which

culminated'ii-ttre loss of. tenrporal power of the papacy.

1670
h im
The

Babylon
tirestt .

(  13)



3 .

4 .

5 .

1934 sees the complete llberation of Palestine from Turkish
rule, and Israel enjoying freedom under a British lrlandate.

In 1948 (14 years later) she became a free, independent
state.
Thus we see that "the tlmes of the Gentiles" have run their
course.

And, as for Israel, "the set time" for God to favour her
has come (Psa. 102:13), Rom, ll:25-27.
God's l,lord to us - Luke 2l:24-28, 29-33.

(  tc1



DANIEL'S VISIOil OF TTIE FUN BEASTS

Ihnlel 7: l-28

INTff}D.:

l. In a prcvlous lesson we dealt wlth God's revelatlon to
fiebuchadnezzar, by mans of the drcam f nterpreted by lhnlel '
of the extent of hntlle rorld domlnlon untll lts neplace-
nent by the Klngdom of God whlch ls to be eternal.

2. It ls intercstlng, and very lnportant, that the Lord should
confirm thls revelatlon to Hls people thruugh a vlslon
glven to one of Hls om serYants.

3. Our tert ls Danlel 7:
(1) It coyers the sanp tlm perlod and subJect matter as

Ihnlel 2.
(2) The syrnbols ane different - beasts lnstead of sec-

tlons-of a human body - but they identlfy the same
four klngdons, lhn. 7:15-17.

(3) Daniel's-dream lnvolves mone detall concernlng the four
tlngdoms of the tlmes of the Gentlles.

I .  DAI;IEL'S DREAl. l '  7:1-3, 15-17:

1. The vision was glven to lhnlel whfle hls people f,ene stll l
captives in BabYlon.

2. It.ras durlng the relgn of Belshazzar, Y. 1.
3. y. 2. The four wlnds- of heaven syrilollze the contrnolllng

power of the Splrlt of God over the rorld, cf. Gen. t:2;
John 3:8.

The *sea". rcPrcsents the' earth's populace, cf. v. 17.
4. lfebuchadnezzar's dream trcubled

trcubled Danlel, Y. 15.
(l) He was ln connrnlon wlth the

"sea of hrrnanfty" or the

hlm, and lhnlel's drean

Lod, and took the matter
to Hlm, v. 16.

(21 The Lod made knorn the Interytttatlon, v. 17.

II. THE DREAII It{ PARTICULAR, 7:4-18:

l. The flrst beast - lfke a lion wlth eagle's rlngsr Y. 4:
(1) Thfs beast ras the unquestloned syotol of Babylon' the

flrst Gentlle klngdom to rule rlth beast-llke cruelty
the klngdoms of the norld.

(2) A6heologlcal dlscoverles of the nrlns of Babylon have
( tsl
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turned up coins and potterT bearlng thls synbcl,
(3) As the lion ls considercd the klng-of beasts, so Baby-

lon ras the flyrst Gentlle pouer to hold rcrld dodnlon.
(4) But lts wlngs werc torn off and lts great klng, llebu-

chadrezzar, was hunlllated by God untll he acknorledged
that GOD ls the One rho rules "in the klngdom of nFn,
and glveth lt to whomsoever He wlll,n Dan. 4225.

Godrs tfme, Babylon fell, and the next beast-llke klng-
to nrle was iledo-Persla, syntollzed by a bear, v. 5:
The bear {s less noble than the llon, but ls also
flerce, cnrel and porcrful.
So lledo-Persla was lnferlor to Babylon.
It had three rlbs ln its nputh. Thls ls how a bear
crushes its victlms,

The thrce ribs may lndlcate the three prcvlnces of
Babylon - Babylon, Egypt and Lydla - that nnde up
the Babylonlan Enplre crushed by l{edo-Persla.

3. The thlrd klngdonr was Greece, syntollzed by the leopald,
wlth four heads and four wlngs on lts back, v. 6:
(1) The wlngs sytt$ollze tjre swlftness and aglllty of its

conquests.
(2) The 

-four 
heads represent the dlvlslons of the Grecian

Empire under the four generals of Alexander the Great,
when he dled.

4. The fourth beast was not llke any other anlmal' so fts
llkeness ls described but not named, v, 7i
(1) It was dreadful and strcng and had grcat lrcn teeth.
(2) You wllt rcmerDer that ln our study of lhnlel 2' the

lrcn represented the Roman Emplre.
(3) ffinbei, the feet of the lmage were part of lrcn and

part of clay' and had ten toes.
dlvlslon of the Enplrc after the ddnlie of the Caesatir..
Into 10 klngdoms.

(4) llottce, thls beast uas rmne dreadful and cruel than all
the rcst, and so uas the Ronnn Enplre rmle despotlc.

(5) ilotlce a further pecullarf ty about thls klngdm, rhlch
ulll deal w,lth later, v. 8.

III. TltE SIPEF{AL COUIfCIL C0ilYEilED, YS. 9-12:

1. Thls ls the sane Councll tJrat ls referrcd to In Acts 2:23
as nthe deternlnate counsel and foreknowledge of God.":
(t) tt sat when the great plan of Rederptlon Has detennined

and Jesus was deslgnated as "the LanS of God rhlch tak-

2 .  I n
dom
( 1 )
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eth away the sin of the world."
(Zl I t  wi l l  convene again when God Almighty wi l l  br ing an

end to Man's Day of domlnion on the earth.
2. Read vs. 9, 10. Daniel tel ls what he saw in vlsion. He is

given a preview:
(1) "The thrones vrere cast down,rr i.e., the kingdoms of

earth.
(2l  "The Anclent of Days did si t"  (preside), vs. 9, l0:

a. Note Hls appearance, v. 9 cf.  ReY. 1:13-15.
b. The "f l re" depicts His absolute hol lness.
c. The scene of Judgment is ln preview' v. 10.

3. Note Daniel's concern about the "hornr" for the horn speaks
for the beast that bears it, i 'e., the fourth beast-kingdom'
v . 1 1 .

4. The fourth beast-kingdom ls destroyed' just as the other
three had lost their dominion.
(1) "Yet their l ives were prclonged for a season," v. 12,
(2) The tire of their complete destruction will be when the

"Son of l,lan" comes - they wlll all be destroyed toge-
ther, Just as the whole image was destrcyed when struck' by "ihe stone cut out of the mountain wlthout hands,"
Dan. 2t35.

IV. THE COMING 0F THE KIllG, vS. 13, 14:

1.  Th is ,  a lso,  is  a  v is lon of  what  shal l  be,  v .  13 -  a  v ls-
ion descrlblng the coming of the Lord to establlsh Hls
kl ngdom.

2. l{ote how the Scriptures of both Testaments agree, v. 13 cf.
Matt.  24230; Acts 1:11; Jude 14, 15.

3. The Son receives power from the Father, vs. 13' 14 cf. John
5z?2, 23; t0:17' 18; lhtt .  28:18.

4. The Son receives the Klngdom fitm the Father, v- 14 cf.
Psa.  2 :6-9;  Rev.  l l :15.

5. Thus, as reyealed in Dan. 2244, the four Gentlle rorld po-
rrers are to be succeeded by the Klngdom of our Lot{ and His
Chr is t ,  Dan.  7 :14.

6. thniel ls trcubled about the vlslon, and so lt ls explalned
to hlm - here ls the dlvine interpretatlon' Ys. 15-18.

Note the prcmlnence glven "to the salnts of the rpst
Highr t t  vs.  18,  27.

v. DANIEL A51(S SPECIFIC QUESTIOI{S, US. 19' 20:

1. They conceril the fourth beast-klngdom, the ten horns and

( 1 7 )



the other "horn" that had eyes and a mouth speaking great
th ings,  v .  20.

?. I think we have establlshed, itl our study of Daniel' that
the fourth norld kingdom is the Roman Empore:
(1) Just as the 10 toes came out of the feet qf tfe imagg:

so the 10 horns conc out of the head of the fourth
beast, 1.e., theJ are lntegral parts of Roman klng-
dom.

(2) Tfi-s Roman hlstorian, lhcchiavellif names the 10 tribes
among whom the Roman Empire was divided after the fall
of Romrlus Augustulus, the last Roman-Empertr:

t terul i ;  Su[vi ;  Burgundians; Huns; gstrogoths; Visl-
goths; Vandals; Lorbards; Franks;-Anglo-Saxons.

3. Now ioncerning the little horn' vs. 20'25:
(t) ft"r" is io question but that it ls a Romal power. If

the fourth bdast is Roman, so also are the ten horns
ano ttre , , l i t t le horn" l ikewise - the l i t t le horn with
qreat Pretentions.

(Z) finat diverse power (v. 2a) _arose out of the ten king-
doms after Pagan Rome ceased?

And what p6wer has dominated the ten Roman kingdoms
ever since, down to the present tinB? None other than
Papal *o*trn. 

Papacy is Roman
Its seat is in Rome
Its very narn, even todayr. !s Roman Cathollc

(cathol lc,-  meanlng "unlversal o) '
(3) Dfd tft. iopi iuUCue three-kings (of the ten) , v ' 24?

Yes - The Herul i ,  in 493 A.D.
The Vandals' in 534
The 0strcgoths, in 553.

(4) Has the pope ful t i t ted what is predlcted ln v.25?
Yes, lndeed:

a. I; hls';i; it6 to princedom, greater than any other
trurnan. 

-Read ',Rominism and tfie Refonnatlon" by H.
Grat ton Guiness,  D.D- ,  F.R.A.S ' ,  P '  28m'

b. In hi i 'c i i im-io'speak' in the name'of God, vS: 2!9'  e-- 
eOU. 

-ffe 
speaks with ,'audacious pride and bold blag-

phely.ii- nliO inorunlsm and the hefonrntion" pp. 29,
30.

c. in hls persecution of the saints, v. 25 cf. "Great
- 

irophe.iei-oi-ihe Bible," (Ralph t'foodrow), pp' 161
(+r1,  162 ( t ) .

(5) How'iin6 
-rcuio' 

he have -power? v' 25 (end) ' "Tlme'

tlms and half a tlne" = 1260 Years'
(  13  )



c .

The secular power of Rome ended in 476 A.D.
The Roman rulers were transferred to Constantinople
and were known as Byzantine Emperprs.
From 476 A.D. the felffiu-� poweTGgan to dominate,
until the emperor, Phocas, frcm Constantinople, de-
creed to Pope Boniface I I I ,  ln 607 4.D., "headship
over all the'churches of Christendom, and ei6i-over
that of Constantlnople."-To-r 

tFfs--hffias rewarded by "the Pillar of
Phccas" being erected in Rorre to his honour, which
st i l l  stands in Rome unti l  this day.
Phocas died in 610 A.0.,  and from this date the tem-
poral power of the Papacy dominated the 10 kingdoms
for 1260 years (t ime, t imes & a half)  unt i l  1870.
This is confirmed by no less an authority than
Cardinal Manning. Remember, this is the Roman Cath-
o l ic  v iew:"To the least discerning mind i t  must be manifest
that God had some purpose of His Divine wisdom in
the mlgration of the empire frtm Rome to Byzantium.
l' lhat would be more improbable than that an emperor
should forsake an imperial city of a thousand years?
.. .The Byzantine Emperors ceased to be proprietors
of ltaly and Rome. Now the abandonment of Rome was
the l iberat ion of the ponti f fs.  Whatsoever claims
to obedience the emperors may have made, and whatso-
ever compliance the pontiffs may have yielded, the
whole previous relat ion, anomalous and annul led
again and again,  was f ina l ly  d isso lved. . .The prov i -
dence of God permitted a succession of irntptions,
to efface from it every remnant of the Empire. The
pontiffs found themselves alone, the sole fountains
of order, peace, law and safety; and frcm the hour
of  th is  prov ident ia l  l iberat ion. . , the chains fe l l
from the hands of the successor of St. Peter, ds
once before from hls own. l{o sovereign has ever
reigned in Rone slnce, except the Vicar of Jesus
Christ. . .(This rras wri t ten before 1870.) The throne
of sovereignty was vacant by visi tat ion of God... . .A
poy{er had grown up ln Rome, far more imperfal over
the reason and wi I I of .man than the i ron despoti sm
of the Roman EmFtre.. . .This inter ior and supernatur-
al power of dlrection and government over the act-
ions and hearts of men flowed from one centlr, and

d .

e .
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was eFbodied in one person, the Bfshop of Rome
The floods whlch swebt ali the other'authorltles a-
111 l!1g_out into bblder retief qnA moie coriipicu-ous promfnence the suprem pastoral authoilii of the
Vlcars of Jesus Chrlst. To rhom else should the
people go? They alone hadr rot only the words of e-
ternal llfe, but the sole and supreme moral power to
support and to recognlze the shattered society of
Rome....The possesslon of the pontiffs comnences
rith the abandonment of Rome by the emperors....The
tebel l fon against the Vlcar of Jesus Christ is ln
the 3arp or{er as the rejectlon of his lrlaster.....
God has instltuted His klngdom upon earth and fixed
the head and centre of it In Rome, as of old in Jer-
usalem....I showed you now, how, by an indirect but
Divine provldence our Lord liberated Hls Vicar on
earth, fn the plenitude of his spir i tual sovereign-
ty, frcm all clvil subjection; ffrst, by the trans-
latlon of the seat of empire to the East, and then
by lhe eventual extlnctlon of the Roman Empire in
Italy.. . .The world has been wait lng at least for
twelve hundred years for the fall of the clvil sov-
erelgnty of Rome, to see if the test of Gamaliel
would haye effect - 'If this counsel be of man it
wi l l  come to noughtr (Acts 5:38)."

(Quoted fiom "It Is Here: the Time of the End,"
by Harold Barton, pp. 44, 45)

f. In the year 1870 A.D., the dogma of Papal Infalll-
bility was decreed.

Cardlnal Henry Edward l,lanning, who began hls mln-
lsterlal career as an Anglican mlnister and later
joined the Roman Cathollc Church, vlgrorpusly defend-
ed the dogma of papal infal l ibi l l ty.  He died fn
1892 at the age of 84. In support of that blasphe-
nrcus doctrine. he further wrote: "The conyersion of
the Emplre to Christlanity, and then its remval in-
to the far east, freed the Vlcar of Chrlst from tem-
poral subjectlon and then, by the actlon of the same
prtyldence, he was clothed wlth the prerngatlves of
a true and prcper legal soyer€lgnty, for that state
and terrltory and people were conmltted to his
charge....From that hour whlch I mlght say was fif-
teen hundrcd yearc ago, or, to speak wlthln limlts,
I will say was trelve hundred, the suprere pontlff
has been ,a true and proger soveneign., .exercising the
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prerogrtlves ef roJralty conrftted to.hlm by the wlll
6f eoi over the pLople to whom he is father in all
th ings both sp i r i tua l  and tempora l . . . . . In  the person
of Pius IX, Jesus reigns on earth, and "He must
reign unti i  He has put al l  enemies under His feet ' ."
But-in the same year that this dogma was decreed'
July 18, 1870, the temporal power of the Pope-ended.

lte ouote from "It's Here: the Tlme of the End" by
Harold'Barton: "0n the same day a declaration of war
was sent from Paris to Berlin. The war that follow-
ed sealed the fate of the Papacy. Prctestant Prussia
defeated Papal France in a few months. The French
troops that irpheld the Papal government were with-
drawh from Rbme, and thereupon the king of Italy
forewarned the Pope of his. intention to occupy Rome
on September B, and did so. In 0ctober' Rome de-
cided'by ovenrhelming vote for union with l taly, and
its suriuunding territory was incorporated by ry.yql
decree with the I tal ian kingdom in October, 1870.
This was the ful l  and f inal fal l  of the temporal po-
wer of the Papacy." (P. 74)

l,|e further'qu6te from Rev. Harold Barton's book,
p. 75: "Compare the last four years of the Papacy'
igOO-70, with the last four.years of the Emperor
Phocas, whose decree appointed the Pope to the head-
ship oi al l  the Christ ian churches; there is exact ly
" t ime,  t imes and a ha l f  t ime:  or  1 ,260 years so lar ,
between these two dates, exactly as prophesied.
Phocas died in 610 and the Papacy dled (as a tempor-
al power) in 1870. This is the Sovereiglty. of God
in iction. l ' lhat a comblnation is herel At the beg-
inning of the Dark Ages a wicked usurper and murder-
€r, Phocas, presumes to bestow a prerogative-that
pertains to Chi ist alone the headship_ of al l  the
bhrist ian Churches - upon the bishrp of Rome. That
ambitious and worldly-minded man dares to accept the
gif t  and seat himsel? in the ternple-(church) of-God'
is lf he were God. Prophecy foretold the revealing
of this wicked one more than 1,000 years before, and
that it should endure in the Roman world 1,260
years. t'
ihe Pope, nevertheless, st i l l  exerts great rel igious
Dower ind influence among the nations as ls evldenc-
to Uv the reception the Fresent Pope, John Paul II,
has been given in the countr ies,he.has visi ted slnce

'  ( 2 1 )  
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comlng to Power.

CON.:

l .  His power, and that of al l  Genti le domlnion, wl l l  soon come
to air end - perhaps sooner than we think, Dan. 7226, ?7,

?. Daniel was stil l tvtubled, but we have further Scriptural
llght in the New Testament.

( ? 2 )



THE SEVENTY hIEEKS OF DANIEL9:24-27

INTROD.:

1 .

2 .

The passage y1e are to study in this lesson is one over
which theie has been a great deal of controversy between
the various "schools" of prophetlc interpretat ion.
Mv cal l inq, however, is not to tear other men's views ?part,
l irt to teiitr what I believe to be the true scriptural in-
leipretation of this most interesting portion of God's l ' lord.

I. CONSIDER THE CONTEXT:

1. Daniel gives the t ime of- 
was tn ltre second-iFthe
MeCe was reigning.

2. Judah had been consigned to captivi ty in BabYlon for 70

th is  reve lat ion,  Dan.  9 :1 .  St t  l t
four world empires, and Darius the

years.- 
l{otice that Daniel himself became alerted to the import-

ance of the days in which he l ived, !ygstudy gf prophecy'
v .  2  c f .  Jeremiah 25:8-11;  29:10.

3. 0n the basis of this predict ion, Daniel besought the face
of God:
(1)  His  prayer  o f  confess ion,  vs .  3-15 '
(2)  His  request ,  vS.  16-19.
(ii eaUriet' beiomes the messenger of God to H'is servant''  

Daniel ,  vs .  2rJ'23'

I I .  THE SEVENTY WEEKS AND THEIR DIVISIONS:

1. v. 24a. It is interesting that the word translated "l"eek"

is the Hebrew word "shabuar" meaning "a seven," so Tt-T;'
1 i tera l ly ,  "seventY sevens."

2. In the interpreiJi ion of these "weeks" alrpst al l  schools
of prcOhe.i 

'ugt.. 
on !he- 

' jVear-day" measurement of time
( seb t-um. t+: g4 and Ezek. 4:4-6) :

l w e e k = 7 d a Y s
70 weeks = 490 daYs.

0n the day for i v.ii sgqle, the perlod of time represented
by the 70 weeks equal .490 Years.

3. hthere does this Period begin?
(li v. 25 tells irs. t,lho gave this cormand?
iZ\ Z'Cfrronl'g6ri1, Zt; izra t:1-4 cf . Isa. 44224-28; 452

1 - 4 .
Isaiah was given this revelat ion 150 years before
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Cvrus was bornl
(3) An alternatiye, Ezra 4:21; 5:1-15 (!1).
Now notice the threefold divislon of thls period:
(1) Seven weeks = 49 years cf. y. 25b wlth l{eh. 6:15, 16.

(457 to 408 B.C.)
(2) Plus sixty-two weeks. (408 B.C. to 27 A.D.I

Thus fiom the decree untll the anolnting of the
llesslah (l,latt. 3:16, 17) was a total perlod of 69 weeks
or 483 years. (ltottce the "frcm" and the "unto" of v.
2 5 ) .

(3) Plus one week, or 7 years.
Now notice the word t'aftert' in v. 26. Jesus was not

crucifled untll AFTER Th'A-69 weeks, therefore He was
"cut off" in the 70th week.

Thls is lmportant, because our Futurist friends put
a gap of 2,000 years between the 69th and 70th weeks,
and say this one week is stll l future.

There is a great difference of opifi'T6ffibout the lnterpre-
tat ion of v, 27.

Some belleve that the uheu refers to the "prlnce" ren-
tloned in v. 26 - that the Antlchrlst will make a coven-
ant with the Jews, sometime ln the future, for one week'
and then "break" lt tn the mldst of the week.
I do not belleve thls is the correct understanding:
(1) I do not belleve there is a "gap" between the 69th and

the 70th weqks.
70 weeks were determined (v. e+) and to break the

contlnulty of that period destvtys the whole meanlng of
the passage.
(t t  i  bel ieve the,,he" of v.27 refers st i l l  to the l , lesslah.

a. lfhat covenant did He conflrm to the Jews?
The Covenant of Law made at Slnal' i latt. 5:18'

b. l{hy for "one week"?-Because 
that was all the tinp there was left be-

fore the Lar would be completely fulfllled.
c. In the rnldst of the week l'lesslah was cut off.

By laying &wn His llfe, Chrlst futfl l led the Law
of Sinal- ani bnouqht it to an end, Rom. l0:4.

The vell of th6 tewle was rent ln twaln frcm the
top io the bottm, and tlre qay was opened lnto the
ttoilest (God's presence) foi all people' by the
blood of Chrlst.

d. The Lord Jesus chrlst "causei the sacrlflce and the
o b I a t i on 

- 
io tieoli,, i -'' f offirTH'eTa:md6 fq pil

ffi-SacrTFt;e-o, Hlmelf, the old anlmal sacrifices
(241
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had no meaning, no signif icance, no value, Heb. 10:
9, 10, 12, 4.

III. THE IIORK TO BE ACCOI4PLISHED IN THE 70 }IEEKS:

1. V. 24. Slx things were tc be accomplished by the coming of
Messiah the Prince:
(1)  "To f in ish the t ransgress ion,"  Isa.  53:5;  Heb.  9 :15;

John 19:30; Matt.  27250, 51.
(2')  "To rnke nn end of.gln"" l , latt .  1z2l;  John l :29; Heb. 9:

2 6 ; 1 0 : 4 - 1 7 .
(3) "To make reconci l iat ion for iniqulty," Heb. ?zl7:,  Col.

l :?Q-22: ,  Eph.  2 :14-16;  2  Cor .  5 :18,  19.
(4) "To bring in everlast ing r ighteousness," Rom. 3:2L-26;

5:17-21;  2  Cor .  5 :21;  1  Cor .  1 :30.
(5) "To seal up the vision and prophecy."

a. "To seal" was an ancient custom, giving genuineness
to a doc 'urent ,  1  K ings 21:8;  Jer .  32:10 '  11.

b. tthen is prophecy "sealed" or completed?
}{hen i t  is  fu l f i l led.
l4any predictions, tYPes and

Itlessiah and His work are given
and  Chr i s t  f u l f i l l ed  them a l l .
John  6 :27 ;  5 :39 ;  Ac ts  3 :18 .

c .  John 1:14;  14:9 -  there is  no
(6) "To anoint the most Holy," Luke

Luke 4:L8-22.

shadows of the
in the Old Testament,
Thus He sealed them.

vision beyond Christ.
1 :35 ;  John  1 :32 -34 ;

c0r{. :

1. After the Lord Jesus Christ was "cut off" or crucified' in
the last or 70th week, the other things predicted took
pl ace.

?. V. 25b (margin),  27b. Thls is what Jesus told the Jews of
Hls day wouid happen, Matt.  23:37-39; Luke 21:20-?4.
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INTROD.:

IS ANTICHRISTCO},IINGOR IS HEHERE?

I I  Thess.  2 : l -12
(Read also ln NIV)

the last lesson in this series I  would l ike to turn'
thoughts to the nrcssage of 2nd Thessalonians.

passages in 2nd Thessalonians dqal specif ical ly with
Return of Christ:  2 Thess. l :3-10

2 Thess. ?:t- l?,

1. For
your

2. Two
the

3. Let us Just rezd the f i rst passage, whlch is quite stralght-
fonrard, that we might use the tirp on the second passage
which ls more dif f icult .

4. Much speculation and much contrtversy have.raged arcund
2 Thess. 2: l-12, depending upon the person's viewpoint,
bias or school of interPretation

5. So much prophetic teaching today is focussed on the Anti-
chr is t , 'whb is  cons idered tc  be some monstrous-re l ig ious-
pol i t i ial  power or person who wil l  appear on this earth af-
ter the chirch is gone (raptured), who wil l  lead the na-
t ions into the f inal batt le of Armageddon' etc. '  etc.

6. i Uetieve such teaching to be a master-strrcke of deception'
ioisted on us by Satani to keep our eyes off the real Antt-
christ who is alreadY here.

I .  A FALSE REPORT, VS. l ,  2:

1. This second letter to the Thessalonians was written by Paul
not tong after the first letter had been dellvered.

2. A rumoui traO been circulating, as if comlng from the apgs:-- 
t f . i  (r .  2),  that the Day of-the Lord Jesus Christ was "at

hand"'( imninent) or had come, vs. l ,  2.
3. H; wrlies to pirt their minds at rest - that they be not

soon shaken, uilset or troubled about thls rumur'- 
The aii-oi'christ the Lord had not come, so "let no man

deceive you bY anY mans," v. 3a.

II. SQMETHIHG MIST PRECEIE Tl{E DAY 0F CHRIST'S CQt'�tING, VS. 3,4:

1. Paul says, "that day shall not corm unless the falling away
comes f irst."

e. ffiT do the wods, "the falling away," refer?
(ij ih. Greek word is "apostasia" whlc1r means' "defection
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from the truth" (Strong) or the ap{)stasy.
(2) This " fa l l ing away" does nc3 refer to a fa l l ing away

from rel  iq ion into i r re l  iq ion or ai ;heisn.
(3) It raEF-erGfers to aGlirtG'u f ror'i 

-Tno 
a corruption

of, the truth of God's hlord - a going into eror
a corruption of christ ian doctr ine.

(4) This does not take place in the pagan world - i t  is
not Mohammedanism or a revolut ion in the secular world
- it wo4! deyglgp -nght in the professjng Christian
churEi-.-

WhenTiTThis apostasy to occur? t'las it something that
would come 1,5000 years or more in the future, or was i'L
something that had already begun to develop?

Look at  v .  7a.
I  John 2: lB,  19.

The man of sin was to be reveal€d, V. 3b.
tuotiEE-th6?lil�cription of the "man of sin":
( t )  He  i s  ca l l ed ,  " the  son  o f  pe rd l t i on , "  c f .  John  17 :12 .
(2) He opposes God and exalts himself  above al l  that is

c a l l e d  G o d ,  v . 4 a .
(3)  He s i ts  in  the temple of  God,  v .  4 .
(a) He shows himself  as God, v. 4.

Now the Scripture says that these two things (the a-
postasy and the revelation of the man of sin) must take
place BEF0RE the Lord Jesus Christ will come, and before we
can be gathered unto Him, vs. I  & 3.

III. N0TICE CAREFULLY ll|HAT PAUL, BY INSPIRATIoN, SAYS C0NCERNIIIG
THE ' 'MAI. OF SIN'':

?

5 .

1 .

? .

v. 5. "Do you not rercmber lhat when I was stil l
I told you these things?"

Read in the NIV: uDon't you remember that
with you I used to tell you these things?"

Conybeare points out that the verb, "told,"

Imperfect Tense = "I often told you this-.
v. '6. Paul says' "and now you know what is
h im.  "

with you,

when I was

is  in  the

restral nl ng

Thessal on-(1) People today saY thqr do not kntr, but the
ians d id .

(2) Ciui Futurist fr iends assume i t  is the Holy Spl l i t  (q.9.
_qcofield note on v. 3), but He is nowhere mentioned in
the context.

(g) ri;corei;t i; vs. 7 & 8a, tle
ery of iniquitY") whlch would

(27j

power of evil ("the nyst-
produce the Antichrist at



the proper tine, was already worklng, and that he would
be revealed when the restraining influence was remved.

4. Furthenmre, it says:
(1) The man of sin will be consumed by the breath of the

Lord 's  muth,  v .  8 .
This refers to Christ 's t lord, which is both spir i t

(breath) and l i fe (, :otrn 6:63).
This is tfiE-6-nly weapon by which ule may combat or

resist him.
(2) He wilt be destroyed by the brightness of the Lord's

coming, v. 8-
(3) The coming of the Antichris, is "after the working of

Satan," with supernatural signs and deception' vs. 9'10.
Now there are

IV. QUUSTIONS THAT NEED TO BE ANSWERED:

1. When did the "fal l ing away" (the apostasy) begin in the
church?
(1) From the earl iest t imes, 0S both scriPlure and history

show,  2 Pet .  2 :1 ;  Acts  20:28"30;  ear ly  Church Counci ls '
(2) It b6came officjql when Emperor Constantine made Chris-

tianity the-TETTE''fon of the State in the 4th century

2.  What
day?
( 1 )
(21

(3 )

(4 )

A .  D .
restrained the reveal ing of the man of sin in Paul 's

The oower was Paqan Rome. (the "what" of 2 Thess ' 2:61
tne ffin was lhe reigning Caesar. (the "he who let-
tethroT7 Thess. 2z7l
undoubtedly this was'what Paul was referring to in vs.
5 & 6 .
The Pagan Roman Empire ended in 476 A.D, in the l' lest
( i .e.,- in Rore) under Romulus Augustulus.
i. wtri did Paui not come right-out and name the re-

strainer?
For him to wri te'  ln a publ ic letter,  that ! 'Rome

eternal,' nould fall from power, would have brought
ine earty christlans into inmediate conflict r,{'th'
the State and Persecution.

b. But this was believed by the early church fathers'
e.g., Jerome, Chrysostom, Justln Martyr, Arbrcse'--"See, 

also, the Encyclopedia Bri tannica, Vol '  2,
p .  60 (1961 edl t ton) .

3. t{as the'man oi sin revealeil after the fall of Pagan Rore?
If so, who was he, and who is he?

(2s)



( l )  He is  not  som€. , ;po l l t ica l  d ic ta tor  l ike Mussol in i ,
'  Hit ler,  Stal in or their modern counterparts.

He was to develop
He was to be both

a-Rrnan power.

out of the apostasy of Christendom.
rel isious un'fr@! - both a

(21
( 3 )

i 4 . I
to

king and a ptlest - a Roman power.
beTitve the bcwer to be the Pabal System and theelieve the pcwer t0 be the Papal system and the Lergel
be the reigiiiE-Pope (in the dynasty of Papal TuTEFETI
Let us see how this ful f i ls the scriptural descript ion

in  2  Thess ,  2 :3 ,  4 :
(1)  He " . . .opposes and exal ts  h imsel f  above a l l  that  fs

cal led God or that is worshipped."
Now let the man of sin identi fy himself :

a. 0n April 30, l9?2, Pope Pius XI spoke from his
throne in the Vatican, to a large group of Cardinals,
Bishops, Priests and Nuns, who fel l  on their knees
before him, and he said:

"You know that I am the Holy Father, the repre-
sentat ive of God on earth, the Vicar of Christ '
which means that I am God on earth."

b. Pope Pius X, when he was the Archbishop of Venice'
said: "The Pope is not only the representative of
Jesus Christ,  but he is Jesus Christ himself  hldden
under the veil of the-Tlesh. Does the Pope speak?
I t  is  Jesus Chr is t  who sPeaks."

---Quoted from. "Great Prophecies of
the Bible," by RalPh Woodrow, P. 169.

Similar utterances could be mult ipl ied by the
score.

(21 "So that he sits ln the temple of God, showfng himself
that  he is  God."
a. Quoting the words of the Popes: "The Roman Pontiff

iudges-all men, but is Judged by no orl€..-r' "l{e de-
itaie...to be subJect to the Roman Pontiff is to
every creature altogethgr necessary for salvation."

---from f
The Pope ctalms to have the keep of the Kingdom

of Heaven.
L. lle must understand what ls meant by the word "tem-

p le "  i n  v .  4 .' 
Our Futurlst friends clalm that a temple mrst be

bui l t  in Jerusalem so that the Antichrist can sl t  In
it as God, and make and break hls covenant wlth the
Jews. (See "Israel and Tomortnw's Temple," bY
Thomas McCall and Zola Levitt)

My friends, it is not in a material temple that

(?e )

I



C O N . :

the Antlchrist sits. Such a temple is indlcated by
the Greek word "hieron" - used 71 times in the
Blble of the temple in Jerusalem, destrroyed by Ttlgs.

The mrd Paul'uses here ls "naosrt' meanlng "the

holy place" - the dwell ing of God, and is used 9
tines ln the l{ew Testament.

lfhere does God dwell on earth? Acts 17:24; 1 Cor.
3 :16 ,  t7 ;  EPh .2 :19 -22 .

c. So the "temble of God" Paul refers to is the church
- the l iv ing bodY of bel ievers'

Is not this the very place where the Pope of Rorp
claims to reign supreme? This is where he has made
his seat (kathedra).

H5-e'n-hd srreaks, €X kathedra, meanlng "from his
seat," he claims to ipeEifi-Tt-Tfi'e place of God.

(3) Vs. 9, i0. Does the Roman System claim to perform mir-
acles? Is i t  decePtive?

Let this quotation from Ralph t' loodrow's book, "Great

Prophecies of the Bible," P-. 170' suff ice: "A ful l  ac-
couirt of all the miracles which have supposedly happgl-
ea wttt in the Romish system would f i l l  volumes. The
crucifixes have spoken;- images have come down and lit
their own candlesi idols have sweat, turned their eyes'
raised the dead, rended bnoken bones; souls froq purga-
tory have appeaied on lonely roads. and begged that mas-
i .s-be said' in their behalt ;  many have claimed that the
Virgin l lary visi ted them, etc. 

-Al l  
of these miracles

- whether supposed, reai or faked - greatly increas-
ed the fal len church."

Thus the Pope has ldentlfled hlmself as "the man of sln."
ii i i l i l-tlt i '-"l i i lte horn" that Daniel speaks about, that
uwears out the saints of the most Hlgh."
ri-is-esiimateO inii-arring-tne L26O'(days) years (tip,
iitrpi ind half a time), known as the og{ {se1' over 50'
OO|j,OOO Christians were tortured and killed- by the Papal
power.
hna-tfris ls the Roman System - the Babylon_of Rev. 17 and
lB - represen$a"Toaiy UV pope iofin-pairt II, who-is goirig
iil over ihe world couriing thb favour of all .people. ^
lli 'ti,i.i. 'ai,-tn. Antiitrriit-ls here, but his destruction is
assured, v. 8.

1 .
2 .
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