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INTROD:

1. Perhaps you wiII think I am rash or presumptuous in bring-
ing tc youl 

' in 
these morning sessioirs, a series on Bible

ProPhecY.
2. I do not wlSh tO engage in controversy' yet' because.feel-

ings are ,o- i trong i* lg-bel ievers on prophetic subiects,
i t  is weft lnigi ' - i f ,possi6te to speak.on this theme without
.rnnir,g afoul-of sbnebodyls viewpoint'

3. Scme chriti i in-gtoupi- tuL. a ceitain prophetic.school of

i toughi tn" '6asi i-o? ret lowship - they wi l l  not tolerate

anY other view.
r". i itur I ueriive"we nay be dogmatic on the cardinal or funda-- 

mental doctrines of our faith:
(1) Tt:e li;;;;i- ieconU Comins of Christ IS a fundamental

o f  our  chr is t ian fa i th '
(2) But theie'ut i  *n,-viewt about the detai ls of that Ad-

u.nt ti i i i i. prttty speculative and not fundamental '
,b. The .ur. .ni-"pl i r f i t  v i !* 

'of 
prophecv is the FUTURISTIC

SCHOOT-, bui i [  ia only about 150 years old'
f,lone of the Reformers and no biUte teacher on record,

taugll-ttr. iuirti i i position before the year 1830 A'D'

6. I  do not toi i - i i ' i i -pbi i t ion. You may ask, "Nel l ,  what po-

siticn Oo'io, i l ia 
'- 

to what propnetic school do you be-

l O n g ?  . r  | L - r - - - |  r ^  q r r r  i l r ^ h a n l  n f

i i i " luv I  hunbly say, "I  don't  'belong' to any "school of

thbught" on this sub.Ject'
(2) r  thi ; i  i "nir .- t iuaiea most of them, i f  not al l .  I

*,u, onl, 
-a'-Fuiurtst, 

but found so many. points that

""r" ui-ruiilnit wiitt the Scriptures, that I gave it

(g) Ipiina manv sgliptural tty!!:'-.b:!^u],::, t?lv.??ill:
inconitsleni ,itft 'the teaching of the btord, in all the

main schools of PrcPhecy'
(4) I  ao noi-. i i i '  Lo iavJany superior. insisht into the

,rui..i, ;;;'i u*-siiii ieirctring and have manv thinss
to learn.

(5) I do,-io*.v.r, wish.to keep my mind clear and open to

the Hoi!"iiii.it,"'ino-nof-ui, irndulv influenced bv the
teachings of men' -  . r- . .  --r{a rn,{  T v hFo-

7. i{any recent books, and many popular radio and T'V' pro

DEFINITIONS AND TII'IE MEASUREMEN$
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grams, present the Futurist view and i t  is di f f icult  to
face the wind and buck the prevai l ing current.

8. So this brings us to a pertinent question: "l,lhy do you
bother teaching Prophecy? hlhy come to us with such a
seri  es?

I have three reasons for doing so:
(1) Because I bel ieve that t ime is running out for this

urorlc! as we know it; that the Coming of the Lord is
near at hand, and that God has given us the prtphetic
Scriptures so that we might be what the Lord says we
should be in  I  Thess.  5 :4-8.

(2) Eecause Satan has made a two-prbnged attack on Christ
and His church with respect to these truthsi that he
might confuse us and render us unprepared for this
most momentous event in historY.
a. He has confused us by dazzl ing our eyes with a sup-

. posed future Antichrist,  a supposed great tr ibula-
tion and a supposed secret rapture, dt the end of
the aqe. so thi t  we have not not iced the thi igs he
has begn @@rnmt otrfgq
noseF

b. F"e--h-a-s caused such controversy among believers' by
inJecting many 'fvtews" of prophecy (in many instan-
ces making us "hyp€r"),  that the average pastor . is
afraid to-preach on prophetic subiects and seldom
attempts ah exposition of the Book of Revelation'

Thb result  is that we are being robbed of l ight
that we need, and that God intended us to have, in
this verY hour of darkness.

(g) gecause i  have been asked to bring a series on Bible
Prophecy.

I find, in speaking to peiople about Prophecy, that-they
use terms they do'not uiderstand. Let me bggln, therefore'
by giving you

I. A DEFINITION OF TERMS:

What is meant bY the tenn:
1 .  P remi l l enn ia l?

t i i  l t  is not a Scriptural term. I t-comes from two l i t t le
Latin il iFas: miile, meaning "a thousand" and ry'
meaning "a yeal{-Hence' by adding -the prefix, p1g.
we get"the ierm, "before the thousand years."

Speaklng prophetically, v{e say the Second Coming
( 4 )



2 .

of  Chr is t  is  premi l lennia l ,  i .e . ,  H€ is  comlng before
the 1,000 yeai@tioned in Revelatlon 20.

Postmil lennial? Again, i t  is not a Scriptural term' but
comes fvtm: Post, nnaning "after"

mil le, meaning "11000" and
annus, meanlng "a Year."

Thls view was held by many who taught that' by the
preachlng of the Gospg!, the world nould become better and
iin would disappear llke the darkness of night when day
dawns, and then Jesus Christ would come and set up His
kingdom and FEi-g'n for ever.
Ami I I enni al ?
(1) It comes from the Greek prefix . 

"a" reaning "nor" so
the word means, "no mil lennium."

(2) Amil lennial ists hold several di f ferent views about the
1,000 years of Rev. 202
a. fnal i t  is an indefini te period, f igurat ive rather

than l i tera l .
b. Some make the millennium co-extensive with the pre-

sent  Gospel  age.  Chr is t 's  re ign is  sp i r i tua l ,  in
our  hear is .  

-Chr is t 's  
K ingdom is  sp i r i tua l ,  not

l i tera l ,  v is ib le  or  mater ia l .  Satan 's  b ind ing was
when Christ nul l i f led his power on the cross.

c. Amil lennial ism stands for a spir i tual- interpreta-
tion, rather than a literaT' lT--Ehe pr"ophetic
Scriptures, al though they do bel ieve in a l i teral
(physical) return of Christ.

Futuri st?
(1) The futurist 's view of prophegV has-a lot of "holes"

in l t ,  because i t  holds to a theory of "gaps," viz.,
between the first and second verses of Genesis 1;
between the 69th and 70th weeks of Daniel 9;
between a supposed ra3ture and the Second Coming of

Chri  st;
between Revelatlon, chapters 3 and 4, making the

bulk of that book apply to a short period of seven
years at the end of this age.

(2) There is rnrch varlation ln thls vier' also, rqnglng
from extrem literalism to npre tolerable attitudes
toward other views.

Preterist? Thfs system teaches that the prophetlc part of
the book of Revelatlon:
(1) l{as fulfl l led in the dlspersion of the Jewlsh nation

and the dormfall of the pagan Roman Empire.
(2) l t  is l imlted to the f i rst six centurles of the Chris-

(s)

a

4 .

5 .



t ian Era.
(3) I t  is held that Nero was the Antichrist.
(4) It was promulgated by a Spanish Jesuit ibnk

name of Alcazar arcund the close of the l6th
6.  His tor ic is t  (or  Present is t )?

( l)  l t  holds that the Book of Revelat ion
f l l led in John's day and covers this
t ion of t ime.

began to be ful-
present dispensa-

(21 I t  sees_in the Papal lystem the ful f i lment of prophe-
cies relat ing to Babylon and the Antichrist.

t3) I t_originated in the l l th century and was held by the
Waldenses, the fol lowers of Wycl i f fe and Hus, and
preached by the great reformers of the 16th century.

7. The Great Tribulat ion?
(l) A special tirne of unprecedented suffering for chris-

t ian bel ievers - a t ime of persecution.
Some cal l  i t  "The Time of Jacob's Trouble, '  as i t

relates to Israel.
(2) Views of this period vary according to

prophetic i nterpretati on :
a. Some bel ieve this whole age is one

for  the sa in ts ,  € .g . ,  John 15:33.
b. 0thers l imit  i t  to the last 3N years of this age.
c. Some believe the church will be raptured before it

comes, and others, that i t  wi l l  pass through the
tr i  bul at ion.

8. The Rapture?
It is the time of the resurrection of the dead in

Christ and the catching up of both dead and l iv ing saints
when the Lord returns, according to I Cor. 15:51-54 and
I  Thess.  4 :13-18.

Some think i t  wi l l  be secret.
Revelation?
The time when the Lord shall be revealed from Heaven
wi th  Hls  sa in ts ,  2  Thess.  l :7-10.

the Revelation are

(3 ) at the sarne tlme.

Some believe that the Rapture and
to be separated by sevefrlreEi6.
Others belleve that they take place

by the
century.

one's  school  o f

of tr ibulat ion

and the

and the
bel leve

9. The
( t )

(? )

s0ilE t'rlsc0t{cEPTl0t{s :
A. That a Prc-millennlallst and a Futurist are one

same. This may, or may not, be true.
B. That a Futurlst and an Evangelical are one

same. A great many hold that lf one does not

( 6 )



the Futurlstic interpretation of prophecy' one is a
Lit,eral or a Modernlst. This, of course, is preposter-
ousf

II. TIME I'IEFSUREMENTS:

1. It has been suggested by some theologians that,the hlstory
of the human riie on this earth would cover 7'000 years or
7 mi l lennla.
(fi f+.-i"e nearing the end of the sixth thousandth. The

next will be the seventh or the l' l i l lennium'
(2) i-inow of no Scripture to corroborate this YietY, but

i t  is at least suggestive.
Z. you have read in the-Scriptures of certain-t ime Pefig9s'

and have possibly been baff' led' not knowlng vfhat tney
mean:
(r) rne 70 weeks of Daniel 9.
(/i Fcrtv and two months.
(l) Ttree and a half Years-
(+) time, times and a half-tlme.
(5) 1i60 daYs, etc.

3. iou will fi ira- a clue to the interpretation of these time
measurernnts in the following Scriptures:

Nunbers 14: 28-34
Ezekiel 4:4-6

fo nfy-inowledge there ls no other system of time mea-
surement ilivln in-ttre Bible. Apply it to the prcphetic
tir. p.it6ds- and it ls amazing how accurate lt turns out
to be.

CON.:

1 .

2 .

For the next study, Please read the last two references
given above.
il6; i iso, Leviticus 26 and note, partlcularly' the
;;t.u"n iimei" pnonounced by God upon Israel '

( 7 )



NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S

0anlel 2

INTR0D.:

llhat is prophecy? It is history pre-written - by Htfit
l{ho knows the end from the beginning.

1. I take it for granted you are familiar with the contents
of this chapter

2. Daniel opens with q feeqf4 of the conquest of Judah by
Ting Febuchaclnezzar, about 600 B.C.

3. Arong the captives were four Jewish young rrcn - Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (changed to Belteshazzar,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego by the Chaldeans) who be-
came great men in the kingdom of Babylon.

4. Daniel became the ruler of Babylon (under the
Governor of all the wise men. He served under
cessive kings - Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar,
Cyrus.

I. NEBUCI.TADNEZZAR'S FORGOTTEN DREAM:

D a n .  2 : 1 - 3 .
Dan. ?:4. (From here to the end of chapter 7, the book is
wri t ten in Aramaic.)

3 .  Dan.  2 :5 ,  6  -  The k ing threatens '
4, Dan. 2:10, 11 - The wise men admit defeat.
5. Dan. 2:12, 13 - The execution ordered.
6. Daniel was evidently overlooked, being a slave and a for-

eigner. He asked fbr t ime, qnq !t .was.granted, vs. 11-16.
7. Noi not ice what Daniel did (with his back to the wal l ,  so

to speak), vS. 17-23':
(1)  He shared h is  burden,  v .  17.
(2) Daniel and his fr iends prayed, v. 18.
(fi fne unknown dream was revealed to lhnlel

that same night.  v '  19.
(4) Daniel acknowledges God's answer' and

v s . 2 0 - 2 3 .

II. THE DREAI,I RECALLED:

!. v. 24. Through a godly man's intercesslon'
self  and others less deserving.

1 .
2 .

k ing)  and
four suc-

Darius and

ln a vfston,

pra ises Him,

( 8 )
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2 .
Arioch brinqs Daniel to the klng.

The king,s question and ganiel 's test imony in reply'  vs.
25-28.
li l-eia is in tieaven and God knows the future that is hid-

den frcn all men.
(Z) Aqi in, Daniel denies al l  c laim to be able to reveal or

lnterpret the dream, v!. 29' 30.
The amaziirg dream as revealed to Daniel, vs. 31-35'

THE DREAM INTERPRETED:

Please note that this statue represents world dominion
(human government) from that very. point in history until
ihe end-of human government as we know it.
Vs.  36-38.  Domin ion,  oF the r ight  to  ru le '  is .g iven to
man by God alone, cf. Rom. 13:1. Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon)
is the head of GOLD.
V. ,q9a.-ffixf ifr' kingdom inferior to Babylon. It is
represented by the chq,st and arms of SILVfS.-' 

iiriptu r. ioes ndT-6"TvE-TtaFfr'afr6' frEiilbut h i s torv re-
veals that it was the li ledo-Persian Empire.
V. 39b. The third kingdom, exercising rule over the then-
known world, was Greeie represented. by the belly of BMSS
(bronze) .
Vi. /,0-4a. The fourth dominion is represented as the IRoN
kinqdom and has reference to the Roman Empire.

ilotice, God gave to Daniel more detail about the fourth
kingdom:
(l)-It is strong and smashes everything by sheer force,

v .  40 .
(2) As time progresses it becomes weakened and dlvided'

and i ts f inal end is in the form of 10 kingdoms'
loosely adhering to one another.

In vs. 44,-45a, we iee'how the act ion of fud brings.an end
io wortd government, especially these four kingdoms of

3 .

I I I .

1 .

? .

3 .

A

5 .

6 .

prophecy:
(t) ' t t  is whi le the 10 kingdoms of the fourth

are st i l l  in existence, that God Hlmself
Kingdom that shall never be destrcyed
v.  44a.

world power
sets up the

or succeeded,

(2) It will crush the four kingdoms and br'lng them to an
end, and endure forever, v' 44b.

(3) This is what the "ST0l'lE" means - it operates w{thout
human hands, v. 45a.

7. This is a prrcphecy concerning the future which God Himself
(e)



has revealed and interpreted, v. 45b.

CON.:

In closing, not ice the fol lowing deductions:
1. Frnom Nebuchadnezzar's time until the introduction of the

Iingdom of God, there were to be 4, and only 4, world
empi res
(1) The present talk about a one world government is doom-

ed to fal lure.
(2) l,fe must not look for a "reyival of the Roman Empire" -

the ten kingdoms into. which the fourth empire disinte-
grated at the.fall of the pagan Roman Empire under
ftomulus Augustulus (A.D. 476)*-EreTIiTI 

-ifiTaEt 
and

have never varied rpre than one ( less or more) in al l' : ' this tinp, and these have been ruled or influenced by
Papal Rome.

2. Note-il-35lThen the stone smltes the image on the toes,
the four kingdoms fall together.

Does this mean that they wi l l  al l  be in existence when
Christ comes? Yes, See Dan. 7:12:

Babylon is now lraq.
ltledo-Persia is now Iran.
Greece is st i l l  Greece.
Rome is now the 10 states occupying the tcrrltory.'

once dominated by the Roman Empire. They are
I ta ly
Austri a'  
Switzerland Belgium
France Spain
Germany Portugal

3. tle are now living at the extreme end of the time covered
by the image of Nebuchadnezzar's dream.

4. Daniel 7 gives the corresponding hlstory to chapter 2
it was given to Daniel himself under the figure of four
beasts'5'. The times of the Gentiles began with Nebuchadnezzar, Luke
2l:24. Never, in all this time, has Jerusalem been the
capital  of a free Israel i  state, unt i l  1948.

Are "the tlnes of the Gentiles" coming to a close? l,le
indeed believe they are.

England
Hol land ,

(  10)


